Why Chicken

Heens So

- Hueh to He

Okay, so H_owq. you know that I'm a cartooriist: And 1 think I'm
pretty good at it, too. But no matter how good I am, my car-
toons will never take the Emom of food or money. I wish I could

draw a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, or a fist full of twenty -

dollar bills, and perform some magic trick and make it real.

" .ButIcant mo that: Nobody can do that, not even the rﬁﬁmﬁ-

est magician in the world.
I wish I were magical, but Tam wmmbu\ just a poor-ass reser-
vation kid F\Em with his poor-ass mEE@ on the poor-ass Spo-

- kane Indian Reservation.

i i
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Do you know the worst thing about being mooy.w. Oh,
maybe you've dene the math in your head and you figure:

Huoem&.e = empty refrigerator + empty stomath

And sure, sometimes, my »,MEE% misses a meal, and sleep is
the only m:bm we have for dinner, but 1 know that, sooner or -
later, my parents will come bursting m_aoﬁmr the door with a
bucket of Kentucky Fried Chicken.

Original Recipe.

And hey, in a weird way, being hungry makes moom taste
better. There is nothing better than a chicken leg when you
haven't eaten for (approximately) eighteen-and-a-half hours.
And believe me, a good piece of chicken can B&Am mﬂu\ro&\
believe in'the @ﬂm_”mboo of God.

.

. So hunger is not the worst thing about being poor,
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- “Tunior,” he said. “Carry Oscar outside.”

“Nol” I screamed. .

“He’s suffering,” Dad said. “We have to help him.”

“You can’t do it!” I shouted. o .

1 wanted to punch my dad in the face. [ wanted to punch
him in the nose and make him bleed. I wanted to punch him
in the eye and make him blind. ¥ wanted to kick him in.th
 balls and make him pass out. : , :

I was hot mad. Voleano mad. Tsunami mad. . .

Dad just looked down at me with the saddest look in his
eyes. He was crying. He looked weak,

I wanted to hate him for his weakness.

I wanted to hate Dad and Mom for our poverty.

T wanted to blamie them for my sick dog and for all the
other sickness in the world. _

But I can’t blame my parents for our poverty because my
mother and father are the twin suns around which T orbit and
tny world would EXPLODE without them.

And it's not like my mother and father were uoo__n.p into"

wealth, I’s not like they gambled away their family fortunes.
My parents came from poor people who came from poor peo-
ple who came from poor people, all the way back to the very
first poor people. : . .
" Adam and Eve covered their privates with fig leaves; the
first Indians covered their privates with their tiny hands.
Seriously, I know my mother and father had their dreams
. when they were kids. They dreamed about being. something
other than poor, but they never got the chance to be anything
because nobody paid attention to.their dreams. .
Given the chance; my mother would have gone to college.
She still reads books like crazy. She buys.them by the
pound. And she remembers everything she reads. She can
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