
“He did not know how long it took, but later he looked back on this time 
of crying in the corner of the dark cave and thought of it as when he 
learned the most important rule of survival, which was that feeling sorry 
for yourself didn’t work.  It wasn’t just that it was wrong to do, or that it 
was considered incorrect.  It was more than that - it didn’t work.” 

-Gary Paulsen, Hatchet 
 
 
“I’m not saying it’s going to be easy.  Nothing in life is easy.  But that’s 
no reason to give up.  You’ll be surprised what you can accomplish if 
you set your mind to it.  After all, you only have one life, so you should 
try and make the most of it.” 

-Lois Sachr, Holes 
 
 
“Annemarie felt a surge of sadness; the bond of their friendship had not 
broken, but it was as if Ellen had moved now into a different world, the 
world of her own family and whatever lay ahead for them.” 

-Lois Lowry, Number the Stars 
 
 

“We’re all human, aren’t we?  Every human life is worth the same, and 
worth saving.” 

-J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 
 
 
“I used to dream about escaping my ordinary life, but my life was never 
ordinary.  I had simply failed to notice how extraordinary it was.” 

-Ransom Riggs, Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children 
 



True Friendship knows no boundaries. 
 
 
 
Opportunities can arise from our greatest challenges. 
 
 
 
The grass is not always greener on the other side. 
 
 
 
Self-doubt is an enemy to survival. 
 
 
 
Our differences are nothing if we open our hearts to others. 
 
  



“‘You are your most valuable asset.  Don’t forget that.  You are the 
best thing you have.’” 

-Gary Paulsen, Hatchet 
 
 

“‘There’s got to be times that what one person does is everybody’s 
business.’” 

-Phyllis Reynolds, Shiloh 
 
 

“‘Look out there, Cassie girl.  All that belongs to you.  You ain’t 
never had to live on nobody’s place, and long as I live and the 
family survives, you’ll never have to.  That’s important.’” 

-Mildred D. Taylor, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 
 
 

“It seemed funny to me that the sunset she saw from her parts and 
the one I saw from the back steps was the same one.  Maybe the 
two worlds we lived in weren’t so different.” 

-S.E. Hinton, The Outsiders 
 
 

“The Giver shrugged.  ‘Our people made that choice...We 
relinquished color when we relinquished sunshine and did away 
with differences.’ 
‘We shouldn’t have!’ Jonas said fiercely.” 

-Lois Lowry, The Giver 
 



Critical-thinking and problem-solving skills are necessary for 
survival. 
 
 
 
Land ownership provides a feeling of independence. 
 
 
 
Sometimes we must get involved and take a stand in order 
to protect others - even when we ourselves are not directly 
affected. 
 
 
 
We should celebrate our differences and encourage 
individuality. 
 
 
 
All people have the same basic needs and feelings - even if 
their social or economic situation differs. 
 


